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equality but, at the same time, of making its authority respected
by all alike. In spite of these declarations, however, there were
a series of petty incidents in 1944 which aroused the fears of
some of the minorities : for example, local disorders and alleged
injustices in government appointments. In some parts of the
country, moreover, the Government had difficulty in imposing
its authority. This was particularly true of the Alawi district,
where Suleiman Murshid and his associates caused trouble ; the
Jazirah also was not quiet. There were a number of reasons for
these difficulties: it was inevitable that the minorities should still
retain their old fears of Sunni domination; it was no less natural
that in a time of administrative changes certain local officials
should abuse their powers and indulge their prejudices; it was
unavoidable that families and groups should be disappointed
when official appointments were made, and should blame the
Government's choice on religious prejudice. None of these,
however, was the most important reason. That was to be found
in the strained state of relations between the French and the
nationalists in Syria, So long as France continued to deny the
claim of the nationalists to full independence, they could not
help feeling a certain resentment against the minorities who had
so often been used as tools of French policy.

In 1945* after the Franco-Syrian crisis in the course of which
Damascus was bombarded, Franco-Syrian political relations were
at last regulated, and agreement was reached for the withdrawal
of foreign troops from Syrian soil. The withdrawal took place
in 1946, and thus the essential condition for the establishment
of normal relations between majority and minorities was fulfilled.